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Website launched to help preserve classic golf

BELLINGHAM, Wash., November 10, 2003 --  In an effort to provide a forum for opinions and news relating to the direction that the game of golf will take in the future,  PreserveGolf.com officially went on line today.  The impetus behind the formation of the site was the issue of technological advances and how they are impacting the game, said founder Mark Grim.  

“For some time I have been reading comments from several of the all-time great players voicing concern over the distance that the golf ball is flying,” Grim said, adding that  most of the articles he read attributed the problem to the latest technology.  Critics like Jack Nicklaus, Ben Crenshaw, Tom Watson, and Nick Price have indicated that the advanced technology is fundamentally changing the game and is making some classic golf courses obsolete, Grim said. 

For example, titanium drivers with the lighter metal have allowed driving clubs to get larger and larger, and the walls to get thinner and thinner.  This also allows for a much larger sweet spot, and this all adds up to explosive distance off the tee for many pros. Some senior Champions Tour players are actually hitting further than they did when they were on the regular Tour.  In an editorial on the website, Preserve Golf is calling for a ban on the use of titanium in clubmaking as well as the use of an official ball for play at the highest levels.

Seeing this problem approaching many years ago, Jack Nicklaus has been calling for limiting the flight of golf balls. Some, like Ben Crenshaw, feel that it may already be to late. 

Preserve Golf will give the public an electronic hub of communication to discuss issues like this critical to the future of golf. 

Although the website is young, Grim says he is progressivist, and hopes that it will just keep getting better and better. Email comments and other submissions are welcomed, both from players and from the gallery, Grim said.  

“Not only do we hope to bring greater awareness of these issues, we hope to make people realize that we really can have an impact on the future of golf we work together,” Grim said. “A larger premium is being placed upon distance and a smaller premium on shot-making in golf at the highest level.  We want to work to reverse this trend.”
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